CITY OF FALLS CITY  

CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

August 1, 2005

7:00pm

City Hall

1. Call to Order: Mayor Fleener called the meeting to order at 7:06pm.

2. Roll Call:  present 
CC Ferguson

CCP Poe- absent


CC Rusco– absent - excused


CC Williams

CC Howard 



Mayor Fleener 


CC Brown

CR/FO Williams

3. Pledge of Allegiance:

4. Adoption of Agenda:
 *Ferguson/Williams moved/seconded to adopt the agenda for City Council Meeting dated August 1, 2005 with the following amendments:  addition -Old business, item b – Grand Ronde – Staff Report-CR/FO Williams, item c – Pie Social Fund Raiser, item d – New Tape Recorder.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a. July 11, 1005, July 18, 2005 City Council Meeting Minutes

b.  February 7, 2005, March 7, 2005, April 4, 2005, May 2, 2005 City Council Minutes
No discussion held regarding the blanketly approved changes Councilor Rusco submitted to numerous meeting Minutes.  Mayor will sign them with the changes.
*Ferguson/Brown moved/seconded to approve the City Council meeting Minutes for July 11, 2005 and July 18, 2005 as submitted.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.

6.
OLD BUSINESS:


a. Weyerhaeuser funding request denial.  FYI only.  Mayor Fleener read the  Weyerheauser letter dated July 25, 2005, denying the City’s request for funding for the Fire Hall/Community Center.

b. Grand Ronde grant application for $75,000.

CR/FO informed the Council Spirit Mountain Community Grant funding contacted her and issued a challenge regarding the city’s grant application.  If the city can issue a letter to Grand Ronde with proof of obtaining 90% of the funding, Spirit Mountain will approve our $75,000 request and release the monies to the City. 

They further stated they were very impressed with the application submitted.  They stated the city had very talented grant writers.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to address letter to Spirit Mountain regarding above challenge, providing required information)

c. Pie Social fundraiser

Discussion held regarding who is in charge of this fundraiser and who will be doing what.  Council felt CC Poe is in charge.  

Discussion held on possibilities for additional fundraisers.  Some ideas: Auction – possibly in September with a carnival like setting, go-cart racing, beer garden and another bingo night without the spaghetti.

CR/FO Williams stated she did not believe CC Poe knows she is in charge of the Pie Social.

d. New Tape Recorder to tape meetings.

CR/FO stated per Council directive she had requested COG to recommend a type of recorder to use.  Judith will be getting back with her.

Councilor Howard questioned Mayor Fleener on the status of contacting City of Independence to allow the City of Falls City to cite ordinance violations to Independence Municipal Court.

Mayor Fleener stated Falls City will need to evaluate the time and effort involved in citing to Independence.

Discussion was held regarding placing a Police Serial Levy on the next ballot.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to contact Po Co when the next available ballot is)

7.         NEW BUSINESS:
a. LUA 05-012 – Mark & Gary Salleng – Administrative Review – Partition Request.

CR/FO Williams explained the history of this property.  There are currently 4 dwellings on one property.  Applicants are petitioning to partition the property into three properties.  The end result will leave two dwellings on their own property & two dwellings on one property.  Applicants will address the two dwellings on one property at a later date.

*Williams/Ferguson moved/seconded to approve LUA 05-012 Mark & Gary Sallengs Minor Partition request for property currently known as T8S-R6W-Section 21CB, Tax lot 900.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.

b.  Water line installation – Fire Hall/Community Center –Report from PW Supervisor  Poe.
(attachment A)

PW Poe addressed the Council and explained the City’s responsibility to move an existing water line, fire hydrant and install a storm drain related to the Fire Hall/Community Center project.  Council reviewed the submitted cost estimate list.  PW Poe stated this list is not 100% accurate and may need some additional parts.

Mayor Fleener stated these expenses are included in the FH/CC budget.  The city can readdress later if the city chooses to pay for these related expenses.  He further explained the city installing the storm drain was part of the required in-kind match 2 years ago.

*Ferguson/Brown moved/seconded to approve the estimated materials and supplies list submitted by PW Supervisor Poe for the moving of the 6” water line, fire hydrant, and installing the storm drain for the Fire Hall/Community Center in the amount of $6682.51.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.


c.   Resolution 05-06 a resolution amending fees for city services.

This resolution will be tabled to the next meeting.  Council will review and forward any changes to CR/FO Williams. 

*Ferguson/Howard moved/seconded to table Resolution 05-06 to the next City Council meeting.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams place on next CC agenda)


d.  Garbage collection rates – Dallas Disposal

*Ferguson/Brown moved/seconded to approve Dallas Disposal’s garbage collection rates increases. Yeas–3, Nays –none, Abstain-1-Howard.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 3-0-1.

Discussion held regarding the possibility of the City requiring property owner’s of rental properties to require their renters to pay monthly garbage service as part of their rental agreement.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams place on next Planning Commission agenda)

e. Pro-Teck Change Orders #03 & 04.

Council discussed the need to high monitor any and all change order requests for this project.  The Council will need to be very diligent in the administration of this project to stay on budget.

Consensus of council for the Mayor to sign Change order #03 in the amount of $658.93 & #04 in the amount of $1,928.85 for a total amount of $2,587.78.

(ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Fleener to sign the CO #03 &#04)

f. Resolution 05-07 employee spending limit.

Mayor Fleener read Resolution for the first time in its entirety.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to check with League of Oregon City for a model spending limit resolution)

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams place on next CC agenda)

8.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
a. Mike McAllister – LUA 02-018 – Alteration Permit.

Mr. McAllister addressed the Council and requests an extension to his revoked Land Use Application- 02-018- Alteration Permit.  Mr. McAllister stated he is ready to proceed with financial funding for his project but the financial institute is requiring he obtain the building permits first.  He cannot obtain building permits from Polk County unless the city signs off on an extension for his revoke LUA.

Mayor Fleener questioned Mr. McAllister if building continued after the City notified Mr. McAllister to cease and desist until the required permits were obtained.  Mr. McAllister stated building did continue.

Mayor Fleener stated he just wanted to clarify that is why Mr. McAllister’s LUA was revoke by the city.  The city does not want the Planning Commission and Council to stand by when building of continuing without the necessary permits.  This is not an image the city wishes to project.

*Brown/Ferguson moved/seconded to give Mr. Mike McAllister and extension of 60 days from August 1, 2005 on his revoked LUA 02-018 – Alteration Permit, in order for permits to be obtained from Polk County.   No building is to occur prior to obtaining the permits from Polk County.   Yeas–3, Nays –none, Abstain-1-Howard.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 3-0-1.

b.  Discussion held regarding police service in the city and the possibility of a levy passing and what Council will need to do to insure this.

b. Lilli Beottcher – Michael Harding Park requested port-a-potties.

Mrs. Beottcher stated Mr. Propps and herself attended the lat Health and Safety Committee meeting to discuss concerns regarding lack of public restrooms in Michael Harding Park.  She stated it was discussed the city currently has port-a-potties that could be used.

PW Supervisor Poe stated the port-a-potties the city currently has will not work.  They are not ADA accessible.  This is a requirement by law.

It was determined if Council decides it appropriate to place restrooms in the Michael Harding Park, the funding for this project will be generated by fundraisers.

c. Tony Martell questioned the Council when the city is going to demand junk vehicles to be removed from city properties.  He suggested the city hold landlords responsible for these types of nuisance violations.

d.  Garry Pepper informed the Council there are two vehicles on N. Main Street by 422 N. Main that do not have current tags and have not moved for weeks.

(ACTION ITEM:  CC Williams & Brown to Red Tag these vehicles on Thursday)


e.  Ron Carey – Memo handout      (attachment B)  


Mr.
Carey requests Mayor and City Recorder/Finance Officer to sign the memo as submitted. 

This Memo was forwarded to League of Oregon cities for legal advice per Council’s directive.  The City has not received a response from the League as yet.

CC Williams did not agree with lower water and sewer connection fees for RL Carey subdivision.  She feels the rates should be the same as for anyone else.

*Ferguson/Howard moved/seconded authorize the Mayor to sign Mr. Carey’s memo as submitted.  


     Further discussion ensued.

Yeas–3, Nays –1-Williams.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 3-1.

(ACTION ITEM:  Mayor signed the Memo at the end of this meeting)

Ron Carey handout out a letter dated August 1, 2005 addressing his concerns regarding the Mayor and the City Recorder/Finance Officer.    (attachment C)


     Mr. Carey read the letter in its entirety.


     CC Brown stated Council has been hearing some of these concerns all year.

9.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL DISCUSSION:

a. Planning Commission Minutes July 19, 2005.

Planning approved four (4) LUA.  CR/FO stated was what the applications were for and what action the Planning Commission took.

Discussion held regarding the Fire Hall/Community Center project.  Council requested at the last City Council meeting for the chief or sub-chief to attend the first City Council meeting of the month.

It was determine a number of the Council and Mayor would attend the Fire Department meeting on Thursday, August 4 to promote good will between the council and the fire department.

(ACTION ITEM:  Mayor, Ferguson, Brown & Williams will attend this meeting)

b. Utility Advisory Board.  No Minutes.

CC Ferguson addressed the Council and requested the $5.00 late fee for utility bills to be reinstated.

*Ferguson/Brown moved/seconded to reinstated monthly utility billing late charges to all past due accounts.  Yeas–4, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 4-0.

c. Finance Committee.  Revenue verse Expense report for July 2005.

*Ferguson moved to not allow any more employee overtime unless it is pre-authorized or it is an emergency. Motion dies for lack of second.

CC Brown stated credit needs to go to the employees who are working for the City and all the hard work and long hours.  They are hard workers and honest people.

CC Howard updated the Council on the Office Assistant position application process.  

Consensus of council for CR/FO Williams to check references and hire who the Personnel Committee has determined is appropriate.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams check references and hire)

d. Garry Pepper notified the Council the people who destroyed the city trees in the planters live at 420 N. Main Street.

CC Brown stated she has been notified there are various illegal activities being conducted at that address.

Council discussed the need for a Code Enforcement Officer, Judge and a Municipal Court to deal with these types of issues.

Further discussion was held regarding the ordinance violations at the property located at 161 Third Street and 404 Main Street.

CC Brown stated per City Charter, Section 33 and Ordinance 347 the Council and Mayor can enforce Ordinances themselves. 






(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams prepare ordinance violation letters, for Surratt and Riddle property for the Mayor to sign.
e. CC Williams stated the Parks Committee request authorization from Council to initiate a recognition program like the City of Dallas for citizens who are maintaining beautiful yards.  This might promote more citizen involvement in yard clean up.  This will involve the Parks Committee selecting one citizen’s yard per month and placing a “Yard Beautiful” sign at that property.  A new citizen will be chosen each month.

Consensus of council for Parks Committee to proceed with the Yard Beautiful project.

f. CC Howard questioned CR/FO Williams if the City has received compensation for      the damaged sidewalks on N. Main Street.

CR/FO Williams stated no.  Mayor Fleener stated Gregory Hicks damaged the sidewalk on city right of way near Dayton Street and N. Main Street.  Mr. Hicks lives in Salem.  His company’s name is NW Total Transport.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams forward sidewalk repair bill to Mr. Hicks)

g. Wheelchair access to Bridge.

Discussion was held regarding the lack of wheelchair access to the new bridge. Mayor Fleener stated this omission has been brought to Polk County’s attention and the City’s stand that ADA sidewalk access is required.

Further concerns were discussed regarding a number of storm drains regarding this project are higher that the gutters.


10.    ADJOURNMENT:
9:18 p.m.

Mayor adjourned the City Council meeting dated August l1, 2005.  

SIGNED








___________________________________


____________________

Mayor Darrin Fleener





Date

ATTEST:

SIGNED

___________________________________


_____________________

City Recorder/Financial Officer Darla Williams


Date
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