CITY OF FALLS CITY  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

May 2, 2005

 MINUTES
         
1.   
Call To Order:
7:00 p.m.

2.
Roll Call:
Present were (CC) Councilors Brown, Ferguson, Poe, Rusco, Williams, Mayor Fleener and (CR/FO) City Recorder/Financial Officer Williams.  

3.
Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
Approve or Amend Agenda:

*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to adopt the agenda for the City Council Meeting dated April 4, 2005 with the following amendments:  add item 8f – Public Complaint and 8g – Public Comment, move agenda items 6c,d & to after Agenda approval.  Yeas – 5, Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 50.

5. Items 6c,d, and e.

Application for City Council – Jarrod Howard




Application for City Council – William Carmickle




Application for City Council and/or Planning – Steve Barnhart  

Jarrod Howard addressed the Council and audience recounting his history with Falls City.  Majored in politics at Willamette University, graduating with honors in 2002.  He formed his own LLC with his father and brother and specialized in strategic planning with this company until he sold out in 2004.  He is a big believer in civic engagement.  He would like to help with the drug problem in Falls City.

William Carmickle addressed the Council and audience recounting his history with Falls City.  He see many things that need to be addressed in town and would like to help make Falls City a better community.

Vote by ballot:  4 - Jarrod Howard, 1 - no one.

*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to appoint Jarrod Howard to the vacant City Council seat. Yeas – 5,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 5-0.


Mayor Fleener swore Jarrod Howard into the vacant City Council seat.

6. Approval of Minutes: 
April 4, 2004

*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to approve the Minutes for City Council Meeting dated April 4, 2005. Yeas – 6,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 6-0.

Action Items list – FYI only.

7.
OLD BUSINESS:

a.  PUBLIC HEARING:  Right-of-Way Vacation





Ordinance No. 509.  an ordinance vacating 277 square feet of public right-of-way, on the North side of Mill Street, West of 3rd Street, Falls City, Oregon.

*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to read Ordinance 509, an ordinance vacating 277 square feet of public right-of-way, on the North side of Mill Street, West of Third Street, Falls City, OR by title only. Yeas – 6,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 6-0.

Mayor Fleener read Ordinance 509 by title only

*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to adopt Ordinance 510. Yeas – 6,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 6-0.

b.  Ordinance 510.  An Ordinance amending Ordinance 498.
Address change.
*Rusco/ Ferguson moved/seconded to read Ordinance 510, an ordinance amending Ordinance 498, address change, by title only. Yeas – 6,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 6-0.

    Mayor Fleener read Ordinance 510 by title only.

c.  Application for City Council – Jarrod Howard

MOVED



d.  Application for City Council – William Carmickle
MOVED



e. Application for City Council and/or Planning – Steve Barnhart

Fleener is concerned with the second page of the application not being filled out.

CC Rusco requests a list of current Planning members and terms prior to filling anymore Planning positions.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams place on next CC agenda)

f.   Other Old Business

8. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Administrative Rule Review – Measure 37
FYI.
CC Williams left meeting due to illness.

b. Update on Fire Hall/Community Center .  Mayor Fleener informed citizens and council The Ford Family Foundation meets in 2 days, the city has an application with them and with Collins Foundation, which meets in mid-June.  The City has been invited to forward an application.

9. PUBLIC COMMENT:

a. Complaint –  Bev Martinez – email.




Mayor Fleener read into record Ms. Martinez’ complaint.

b. Complaint – Cristalyn Kroll – Livestock complaint




Mayor Fleener read into record Ms. Martinez’ complaint

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams & Planning Chair to address this complaint via letter)

c. Complaint- Janet Propp – 404 N. Main Street




Mayor Fleener read into record Mrs. Propp’s complaint

d. Complaint – Geodes – 404 N. Main Street






Mayor Fleener read into record Mr. & Mrs. Geodes’ complaint

e. Complaint – Antonio Martell – Alder/Wood intersection


Mayor Fleener read into record Ms. Martell’s complaint


These types of complaints are to be forwarded to the appropriate Committees for review and recommendations.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to place such complaints on Committee agendas)

f. Discussion with William Carmickle regarding the RV parked in side the building located at 420 N. Main.  He stated there are 2 trailers and they are being used for living accommodations.

Planning Chairperson Martinez stated it was illegal within the city for a trailer or RV to be used for a residence and is concerned of waste disposal.  

Mayor Fleener informed the citizens there is funding available through Polk Community Development Corporation and other agencies for substandard housing improvements.

g. Complaint – Irael Uri – 170 Ellis Street.

Mayor Fleener read into record Mr. Uri’s complaint.  Mayor Fleener stated the City and County are currently working on abating this issue.  The County has committed to legal action against Mr. Lutz.  He will keep the Council updated of the progress.

A concern of possible Meth processing at this property.  Mayor Fleener will remind County of this concern.

h. Ron Carey – Sewer and water issues.

Mr. Carey requested council write a letter stating all the lots are buildable and  guaranteeing sewer connections for all the parcels in his sub-division.  He stated this is per the agreement between RL Carey subdivision and the city.

Mayor Fleener stated the city would be happy to reiterate the original letter that long as sewer connections are available the lots are able to connect to the city system, but will not go outside the bounds of the original letter.  

CC Rusco stated if the connections were paid for and monthly billing charged then this would not be an issue.  The city cannot hold the sewer connections indefinitely.

Mr. Carey stated city staff is giving negative information to citizens regarding his sub-division.  He stated citizens are being informed his lots are not buildable.

CC Poe stated the Council would deal with this as a personnel issue if this was reported to them.

Mr. Carey raised the concern that a Resolution does not exist raising connection fees.

CR/FO Williams stated Council Minutes reflect the Resolution was approved, just unable to locate a signed copy.

Mayor Fleener stated city staff is in the process of recreating city records during that time period.

Prior Councilor Barb Maytum stated the connection increase Resolution was passed.

Mr. Carey further stated the city is charging a System Development charge, which it can’t  legally do.  He stated it does not cost the city anything to connect new services to the sewer system or water system.

Council disagreed, stating staff time, equipment time and parts are costs.

i. Other

10.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS:

a. Planning Commission.  Minutes – 4/19/05 & 4/29/05



Mayor Fleener commended Planning Chairperson Martinez on her work with this committee.

PC Martinez requests Council review and assist with proposed LUA fee changes.

(ACTION ITEM:  CC to review sample fee schedules for proposed rate increases)

b. Utility Advisory Board.   NONE


Mayor Fleener will be reviewing the tapes of the last UAB meeting and typing the Minutes for the next CC agenda.

UAM Member McConnell requests Council authority to research charges Portland is forwarding to Qwest for new connections within their city.

Mayor Fleener requested Mr. McConnell also research Portland’s franchise fees with Qwest.

(ACTION ITEM:  UAB Member McConnell to research and forward to CR/FO Williams to place on CC agenda)

c.
Finance Committee.  

1. Income/Expense Reports – April 2005
 




CC Ferguson requests a Special CC meeting to be held regarding employee issues.

*Ferguson/Rusco moved/seconded to hold a Special City Council meeting on Monday, May 9, 2005 at 6:00pm with an Executive Session regarding Personnel issues.  Yeas – 5,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 5-0.

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to post the above-mentioned special CC meeting)

d. Ordinance Committee. – NONE

e.  Parks & Cemeteries Committee.  - NONE

f.
Streets Committee.  – NONE
f. Public Safety & Heath – NONE







Mayor Fleener stated he has received 27 complaints regarding walls being erected at 407 N. Main Street.  Polk County has turned this owner into the State.  Polk County recommends the City revoke and PUA permits for this address.

*Rusco/ Brown moved/seconded to revoke any LUA for 407 N. Main Street per Polk County’s recommendation. Yeas – 5,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 5-0.

PC Martinez recommends the City condemn the building located at 420 N. Main as inhabitable. 

Mayor Fleener stated the city does not currently have an Ordinance to effectively do this.  The city will need to re-do current Ordinance, which would then allow Polk County to assist the city with issues such as this.


h.  Cemetery Advisory Board - NONE

(ACTION ITEM:  CR/FO Williams to place committee assignments on next CC agenda)

11.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL DISCUSSION:

a. Job Descriptions – Desk audits







Mayor Fleener informed the Council he has received desk audits from all staff and will begin working on job descriptions.

Mayor Fleener updated the Council on Office Assistant Kimberly Nickerson.  He informed the Council Ms. Nickerson had given a the city her verbal resignation weeks ago via the Mayor.  The city never received, even though he requested it, a written resignation letter.  As of Monday Ms. Nickerson was sent a letter terminating her employment with the City based on her verbal resignation.

CC Ferguson questioned why there isn’t money for Kim’s position.  It was budgeted for.

Mayor Fleener stated there isn’t any money for additional positions.  The budget is just an estimate for the city to work from.

CC Poe stated Councilors used to assist at City Hall for lighten the workload.  They need to start doing this again and inform the citizens services are limited to time constraints.

b. Other 


12. ADJOURNMENT:


*Rusco/ Howard moved/seconded to adjourn the City Council meeting dated May 2, 2005 at 9:00pm. Yeas – 5,  Nays – none.  Mayor Fleener declared motion carried 5-0.

___________________________________


________________________

Mayor Darrin Fleener





Date

ATTEST:

___________________________________


________________________

City Recorder/Financial Officer Darla Williams


Date
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